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The Eastham Marshes and the surrounding Houses and Stockades of the Nauset Indians 
as seen by Samuel de Champlain in 1605. ee es a ea ie a 


French settlements in Canada on an exploring voyage south along the New England 
coaste After visiting Cape Cod Bay, and charting the harbors and inlets of the 
bay shore, he rounded the Cape, and continued his voyage along the great Atlantic 
beach. Arriving at Orleans inlet, he made his way into the harbor and anchored. 
The entrance to the harbor was then further to the north, and there was a sandbar 
running north from the Orleans shore. On the encircling shore of the inlet stood 
the houses of the Nauset Indians, then one of the great Indian peoples of Southern 
New England. 


IN the year 1605, the great French explorer Samuel de Champlain sailed from the | 


Being in need of fresh water, Champlain sent some men ashore to fill up a great 
copper kettle, this kettle attracted the attention of the Indians, and one of the 

braves knocked down the French sailor who was carrying it, and ran away with the 
kettle down the dunes. A quarrel followed, and in the ensuing struggle between the 
French landing party and the Nausets, the Indians killed the man from whom they had 
snatched the kettle. The French then retired to their ship. On the. following day, 
some Nausets canoed out to the French ship, and intimated by signs that the Indians 
who had stolen the kettle were not Nausets, but members of some inland tribe. 
Champlain named the inlet, "Mallebarre" or "Dangerous Bar" because of the entrance 
shoal. A second French explorer, the Sieur de Poitrincourt, visited the harbor in 
1607. In the accompanying translation, Champlain refers to himself as the Sieur de 
Mons, a title given him by his king. 
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Translation A The two entrances to the harbor, B The sand dunes where the 
savages killed a sailor belonging to the ship of the Sieur de Mons, CG The anchor- 
age of the ship of the Sieur de Mons in the said harbor, D A spring on the shores 
of the harbor, E A river (Station Creek) following into the harbor, F A&A brook, 
G A little stream (Salt Pond Channel) in which many fish are to be caught, H 

Sand dunes on which there may be found a little wood and many wild grape vines, 

I An islet at the end of the dunes, L ‘The houses. and the habitations of the 
savages who farm the land, M Shallows and shoals both within and without the said 
harbor, QO Sand dunes, P ‘The seashore, Q The ship of the Sieur de Poitrincourt 
when he visited the harbor two years after the visit of the Sieur de Mons, R 
Landing of the Sieur de Poitrincourt's company. 


Presented to the Library of the Town of EKastham by Henry Beston. 
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